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Dear all, 

I am pleased to present the 
21st issue of the Education 
Newsletter, ‘The Sherig’. It is 

a bi-annual publication through 
which the Ministry shares some 
of the important activities, 
achievements and motivating 
stories of success over the last 
six months covering the period 
from July-December 2022. 

This edition of the Newsletter 
features various initiatives 
carried out to address quality 
and inclusive education and skill 
development for our students, 
youths and staff. The Ministry 
has come a long way in bringing 
significant change in the 
country’s education sector with 
our staff working tirelessly for a 
better education system. 

1. One of the important 
achievements is the inauguration 
of the first model-inclusive  ECCD 
centre in Thimphu which will 
provide children with disabilities 

F O R E W O R D
access to early learning facilities 
for better growth. 

2. As a part of the digitization, 
the Ministry established an 
innovative ICT-integrated pilot 
lab classroom at Dechenchholing 
Higher Secondary School and 
Loselling Middle Secondary 
School in Thimphu to encourage 
a new learning environment.

3. The Ministry also organized 
the first-ever STEM festival as a 
platform for youths to showcase 
their talents and learn through 
hands-on experience. 

4. Another notable report worth 
reading is the inspirational 
journey of a youth volunteer to a 
software engineer. 

5. To prepare our youth 
to become productive and 
responsible citizens, various 
enrichment programs including 
the first HRH Gyalsey Annual 
Mathematics Award, Golden 
Youth Award, National Youth 
Chess Championship, Bhutan 
Higher Secondary School 
Football Championship and 
the National CodeMonkey 
Competition were successfully 
conducted. 

6. The Newsletter further 
highlights the Trans Bhutan Trail 

Scout Walk, a skill development 
program, recognition of six 
government scholarship students, 
the Global Youth Forum and 
multimedia training for school 
drop-out youths among others. 

All these reports show that the 
Ministry could make a good 
progress by putting concerted 
efforts in achieving the targets. 
With the pandemic situation 
getting better, the Ministry 
guided by the Royal Kasho 
on Education shall continue 
working towards improving the 
education quality holistically 
right from early childhood care 
development to higher and adult 
education.

With this, I would like to extend 
my heartfelt gratitude to the 
development partners and 
stakeholders for their significant 
support in implementing the 
planned activities. 

Lastly, I would like to congratulate 
PPD and all the Departments for 
bringing out yet another exciting 
issue of the newsletter which will 
serve as an important source of 
information to all. 

Wish you a Happy Reading!

Jai Bir Rai                                                         
Minister

I N S I D E

 Digital classrooms 

 First-ever STEM Festival 

 Trans Bhutan Trail Scout Walk

 HRH Gyalsey Annual Mathematics Award

 Bachelor of Sports and Health Sciences 

 Winners for 14th and 15th Golden Youth Award

 National Youth Chess Championship 2022 

  Civil Service Award 2022

 National CodeMonkey Competition 

 Comprehensive Sexuality Education in schools

And MORE.......
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The country’s first model-
inclusive Early Childhood 
Care and Development 

(ECCD) centre was opened at 
Changangkha Middle Secondary 
School, an inclusive school in 
Thimphu on November 11. With 
the centre in place, children 
with disabilities can now access 
early learning interventions 
facilitating their smooth 
transition to formal schooling.

The centre is designed for 
children with disabilities 
and the urban poor and can 
accommodate about 30 children. 
It will also serve as a resource 
centre for early intervention in 

the country to replicate similar 
services nationwide. It is the first 
of three-model inclusive ECCD 
centres that the Ministry and 
UNICEF is establishing in the 
country. The other two centres 
are in Gelephu, Sarpang and 
Trashigang to cover all three 
regions of eastern, western 
and central Bhutan. The cost of 
constructing the three centres is 
about USD 180,000. 

Considering the high prevalence 
of children with disability and 
the urban poor, Thimphu was 
chosen as the location for the first 
model-inclusive ECCD centre. 
According to the Population and 

Housing Census of Bhutan 2017, 
there are nearly 400 children aged 
3-5 years across the country with 
one or more disabilities. There 
are 131 children with disabilities 
in Thimphu with 19.28% of these 
children in Thimphu Thromde.

The centre has 15 children 
including five with disabilities 
and one facilitator. The ECCD 
is considered an important 
programme to harness the 
potential of children from an 
early age and the centre will 
ensure that every child receives 
the support they need to reach 
their potential.

First model-inclusive 
ECCD centre in Thimphu
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An innovative ICT-
integrated pilot lab 
classroom was set up 

at Dechenchholing Higher 
Secondary School (HSS) and 
Loselling Middle Secondary 
School (MSS) in Thimphu. With 
a digital classroom in place, 
students and teachers at both 
schools will have a new learning 
experience.

It was inaugurated on August 
30 at Dechenchholing HSS as a 
part of the digital collaboration 
between the Education Ministries 
of Bhutan and the Republic of 
Korea.

The initiative will improve 
the education environment 
by providing better access to 
the digital world. With such a 
facility, the teachers will be able 
to enhance their competency, 

Digital classrooms for           
Dechenchholing HSS and 

Loselling MSS

knowledge and skills in 
disseminating the ICT education 
to the students while it will 
help the students to strengthen 
their digital literacy and the 
overall learning outcome. It will 
also support in developing the 
teaching materials and capacity 
development on managing the 
innovative classroom and ICT 
tools among others.

A package of high-tech teaching 
and learning devices including 
a digital lectern, an electronic 
blackboard, laptops, a webserver 
and the operating software 
installed will allow teachers and 
students to utilize the latest ICT 
gears for learning. 

One of the students shared that 
digital learning is easier and 
more interesting as compared to 
conventional learning.

Addressing the launch, the Chief 
Guest, the Hon’ble Lyonpo Karma 
Dorji, Ministry of Labour and 
Human Resources acknowledged 
the significant support extended 
by the Republic of Korea. He 
highlighted the Ministry’s journey 
towards technology integration in 
education through the iSherig-2, 
the Education ICT Master Plan. 

He added that the collaboration 
between the two Ministries 
will offer equitable and quality 
learning opportunities to teachers 
and students playing a crucial 
role in fulfilling His Majesty’s 
concerns to digitize the education 
system.

The Hon’ble Sherig Lyonpo, Jai Bir 
Rai shared that recognizing the 
importance of ICT in enhancing 
education quality, the Ministry 
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has ventured into a five-year ICT 
Master Plan. He added the Royal 
Government has accorded the 
highest priority in digitizing the 
education system through the 
ICT Flagship Program. 

Joining the event virtually, His 
Excellency, Mr. Lee Jang Keun, 
the Ambassador-Designate 
Korean Embassy in Bangladesh 
called the initiative a ‘Meaningful 
cooperation' for both countries.

According to Ms. Je Yujin, the 
Deputy Director of the Ministry 
of Education, Republic of Korea, 
the Korean Education Ministry 
has been able to establish ICT 
pilot classrooms in 21 countries 
including Bhutan since 2011 to 
strengthen e-learning. “I hope 
the ICT classroom in Bhutan 
will become a core model to 
further enhance the education 
cooperation between the two 
countries,” she added. 

The Republic of Korea funded 
USD 784000 for the initiative 
under the project titled, 
Innovative ICT-integrated pilot 
classroom. A five years project 
is being implemented by the 
Institute of APEC Collaborative 
Education, Republic of Korea 
jointly with Ulsan Metropolitan 
Office of Education, Republic 
of Korea and the Ministry of 
Education, Bhutan.
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The first-ever STEM Festival 
was held at the Coronation 
Park in Thimphu on 

November 11-12 coinciding with 
the Birth Anniversary of His 
Majesty the fourth Druk Gyalpo. 

The festival served as a good 
platform for youths to showcase 
their talents and learn through 
hands-on experience and real-
world applications to develop an 
innovative mind. 

During the festival, the schools 
of Thimphu Dzongkhag and 
Thromde competed to showcase 
their technology on the themes 

FirST-ever STeM FeSTival 
in ThiMphu

"Envirothon" and “Bhutan's 
Journey towards 'Smart City’’. The 
top three winners were awarded 
VIVO smart phones each and 
the rest of the participants were 
awarded certificates.

Agencies including Jigme 
Namgyel Wangchuck Super 
FabLab, Druk Green Power 
Corporation, Department of 
IT and Telecom (DITT) and 
Agricultural Machinery Centre 
also exhibited their innovative 
technologies. 

Further, Do it Yourself (DIY) 
and STEM games made the 

festival a fun learning platform 
for all visitors particularly young 
children. Other activities such as 
reward stamps, live music, photo 
booth and face painting were also 
organized.

The Hon’ble Sherig Lyonpo, Jai Bir 
Rai graced the opening ceremony 
while the Director General of the 
Department of School Education, 
Karma Galay graced the closing 
event.  

The festival was organized by 
the Women in STEM group 
jointly with the Bhutan National 
Commission for UNESCO and 
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DITT with fund support from 
UNESCO. 

The Women in STEM 
group (Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Mathematics) 
is a voluntary collaboration of 
Bhutanese women working in 
STEM-related fields. The group 
aims to promote girls and women 
in STEM fields and empower 
them to contribute towards a 
sustainable future through STEM 
education. 

The festival is one of the group’s 
main activities, they also organize 
Girls STEM Camp, monthly 
STEM quiz and STEM forum.
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Her Majesty the Queen 
Mother Sangay Choden 
Wangchuck tours 

Lunana gewog under Gasa 
Dzongkhag from October 16-
21 as a part of the High-Level 
Advocacy (HLA) tour to address 
priority public health and social 
issues. Her Royal Highness Ashi 
Eeuphelma Choden Wangchuck, 
the Health Minister Dechen 
Wangmo, the Officiating 
Secretaries of the Ministry of 
Health (MoH) and Ministry of 

Her Majesty the Queen Mother               
Sangay Choden Wangchuck tours Lunana to 

address priority public health and social issues

Education (MoE), and officials 
from the collaborating ministries 
and agencies accompanied Her 
Majesty the Gyalyum. The HLA 
tour to Lunana is a collaboration 
between the UNFPA, MoH, 
MoE, RENEW and the Gyalyum 
Charitable Trust.

Her Majesty the Gyalyum 
addressed the public of Lunana at 
the Thanza Extended Classroom 
centre on October 17. Her 
Majesty the Gyalyum’s address 

stressed the timely utilization of 
health services to improve the 
health and well-being of mothers 
and children, the importance 
of cervical cancer screening, 
prevention of STIs and HIV and 
AIDs, priority youth issues and 
challenges and domestic violence. 

The health, education, RENEW 
and UNFPA officials interacted 
and educated the Lunaps 
on communicable and non-
communicable diseases, the 
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importance of education, 
gender equality, protection of 
women and children’s rights and 
the prevention of all forms of 
violence, sexual and reproductive 
health and maternal health care. 
Her Majesty the Gyalyum hosted 
a tokha (lunch) for over 500 
locals who attended the public 
gathering. 

Her Majesty the Gyalyum 
granted an audience to students 
and teachers of all three primary 
schools of Lunana on October 
18 at the Thanza Extended 
Classroom. The students and 
teachers were sensitized on topics 
such as menstrual and personal 

hygiene, adolescent health issues, 
the importance of education 
and gender equality followed 
by a parallel meeting with the 
teachers, gewog officials and 
civil servants. Her Majesty the 
Gyalyum awarded soelra to the 
schools and students and hosted a 
tokha for the students and 40 civil 
servants. 

The advocacy tour provided 
an opportunity for Lunaps to 
undergo general medical check-
ups and cancer screening by a team 
of health professionals consisting 
of a surgeon and a gynecologist. 
Patients with serious medical 
conditions were referred to the 

Jigme Dorji Wangchuck National 
Referral Hospital for further 
assessment. 

As the UNFPA Ambassador to 
Bhutan for over 20 years, Her 
Majesty the Gyalyum continues 
her efforts to advocate for public 
health and social issues in the 
country. 

The Ministries and agencies 
involved in the HLA tour to 
Lunana express their gratitude 
to Her Majesty the Gyalyum for 
the extraordinary guidance and 
leadership and making the visit 
to one of the most inaccessible 
gewogs a success.
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Trans Bhutan Trail Scout Walk

Twenty-four scouts participated 
in Trans Bhutan Trail (TBT) 
Scout Walk representing 20 

Dzongkhags and 4 Thromdes. It was 
flagged off from Haa on September 
9 and concluded on October 18 in 
Trashigang.

The walk was jointly organized by the 
Bhutan Canada Foundation, the TBT 
Project Office, the Tourism Council 
of Bhutan and the Bhutan Scouts 
Association. 
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TBT is His Majesty’s vision to 
revive the centuries-old Zhunglam. 
The ancestral trail spans 403 km 
across the country, connecting 
Phrumsengla National Park and 
Jigme Singye Wangchuck National 
Park. 

It starts in Haa, runs through Paro, 
Thimphu, Punakha, Wangdue, 
Trongsa, Bumthang and Mongar 
and ends in Trashigang.

During the walk, the scouts 
interacted with locals and learned 
about the people, place, culture 
and tradition, and flora and fauna 
along the trail.

Scouts ensured that their walk was 
not only about taking new lessons 
and heartwarming receptions 
by schools and communities at 
different points but also that they 
give away what they can spare. 

During the walk, they rendered 
community services and 
conducted scouting classes for 
school scouts they passed by.

His Royal Highness Gyaltshab 
Jigme Dorji Wangchuck awarded 
completion medals to the 24 Scouts 
who successfully completed the 
walk on the restored Trans Bhutan 
Trail in 35 days. They became the 
first group to complete the trail 
after 60 long years.

The revived trail was launched 
on September 28 at Simtokha, 
Thimphu which was graced by 
His Royal Highness Dasho Jigyel 
Ugyen Wangchuck. 

The launch was attended by the 
Hon’ble Prime Minister, Cabinet 
Ministers, Senior government 
officials, international media team 
and relevant stakeholders of TBT.
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The Sherig Family welcomed 
the Ministry’s Acting 
Secretary, Tshewang 

Chophel Dorji through a simple 
khadar ceremony held November 
3. 

Prior to the appointment, he 
served as the Director of the 
Department of Economic and 
Tech Diplomacy in the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs (MoFA). He 
started his civil service career in 
1991 as a Militia Officer in the 
Royal Bhutan Army. 

In 1995, he joined the MoFA 
and served in various capacities 
which also included diplomatic 
assignments in New Delhi and 
New York. 

He has also served as Bhutan’s 
Ambassador to the Kingdom 
of Thailand from May 2016 to 
March 2021 with concurrent 
accreditation to Singapore, 
Myanmar and Australia.

New Acting Secretary joins the 

Ministry of Education
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Ngawang Zangphel is a 
simple and ordinary boy 
who has walked the extra 

mile to reach where he is today. 
From being a modest youth 
volunteer at Phuentsholing Youth 
Center, he has now become a Junior 
Software Engineer at Thimphu 
Tech Park. This extraordinary 
journey of his life bears testimony 
to the fact that one can reap a lot 
of benefits from being actively 
participating in various youth-
enrichment programs provided 

From a youth volunteer to a                
software engineer

-An inspirational story
through Youth Centers and 
Youth Friendly Integrated Service 
Centers (YFISCs).

During a youth program at 
Phuentsholing Youth Center 
in 2018, he had just joined the 
center as a youth volunteer. 
Zangphel completed Class 12 
from Phuentsholing High School. 

Since Zangphel’s father worked 
as a RBP personnel, they lived 
in the RBP colony located close 

by to the youth center making 
it easier from him to visit the 
center regularly since 2012. It was 
only from 2018 that he became a 
regular and committed volunteer. 

Besides, volunteering and 
participating in Phuentsholing, 
Zangphel participated in all the 
programs that was conducted 
at the youth centers and even 
represented Phuentsholing Youth 
Center Volunteer Group in the 
programs that was conducted for 
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the 13 YCS. The Phuentsholing 
Youth Center was upgraded to a 
YFISC in 2019; the center took 
him along on their sensitization 
programs to the schools to talk 
to other young people which he 
says gave him confidence and 
improved his communication 
skills.

Shy and a little reticent, he lacked 
confidence. He tried to look for 
a job and even requested the 
Phuentsholing Youth Center to 
employ him at the youth center 
itself. He could not volunteer 
forever as it did not give him any 
payment. The youth center in 
consultation with the Thromde 
office managed to get him a 
temporary job as a parking fee 
collector.

During the summer of 2019, 
the division with support from 
the UNICEF Bhutan Office 
planned to start a coding and 
programming using Pi-Top V3 in 
the four YFISCs of Phuentsholing, 

Thimphu, Gelephu and Samdrup 
Jongkhar. Since he was already 
a dedicated volunteer, he was 
selected to be part of the group 
being trained as a Training of 
Trainers at the FAB Lab, Thimphu. 

In hindsight, this was the golden 
opportunity or the gateway 
for his interest, aptitude and 
competence. He took a keen 
interest and during the training, 
he started to lead his group. 

The division was fortunate to 
receive Pi-Tops and computer 
sets from UNICEF to implement 
the coding and programming 
using Pi-Top in the 4 YFISCs. 
Therefore, after the training of 
trainers, Zangphel on his return 
to Phuentsholing and YFISC 
immersed himself completely 
into the world of technology, 
programming and coding. He 
had found his passion and calling. 
In his own words, “Pi-Top using 
Python and simple electronics 
to create various and amazing 

projects blew and inspired my 
mind.”

In 2020, he automatically got 
included in the training that the 
division conducted in partnership 
with FAB Lab with support from 
UNICEF on Pi-Top Version 4 and 
3D Designing and Printing.

He soon became the focal 
trainer to teach other youth at 
the youth center on the Pi-Top 
and 3 D Designing and Printing. 
He became so good that when 
the division conducted the 
orientation on Pi-Top, coding 
and programming at Khuruthang 
Youth Center, Punakha, 
they invited Zangphel from 
Phuentsholing to facilitate. By 
mid of 2021, Zangphel’s father 
was transferred to Thimphu 
which marked and strengthened 
Zangphel’s journey further into 
technology. He wanted a job at 
the FAB Lab; seeing his interest 
and as a devoted volunteer, the 
division requested FAB Lab but 
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they had no funds to employ him. 
However, seeing his interest, he 
got trained in Graphic Designing 
at FAB Lab.

Zangphel then enrolled in the 6 
month’s course on ICT and Online 
Freelancing at Rigsum Institute 
dashing the hopes of Gelephu 
Youth Friendly Integrated Center 
of having him as their facilitator 
in the programming and coding 
sessions that the division had 
asked them to implement. 
Nevertheless, the division 
requested him to help out at the 
Changjiji Youth Center, Thimphu 
and Thimphu Youth Friendly 
Integrated Center attached to the 
division. 

Being a true volunteer, he agreed, 
hence during weekends and after 
his training for the day was over, 
he would visit and guide other 
adolescents and youth. 

On completion of his course, a 
job vacancy at SELISE Digital 
Platforms based at Thimphu Tech 
Park caught his attention. He 
applied and got selected.

This year, the Ministry received 
support from UNICEF to 
start the Adolescent Skills and 
Employability Program in the 

schools and the youth centers. 
A bootcamp was held here in 
Thimphu, just a week before 
Zangphel was to start at his new 
job and new life. 

The youth center team with 
Zangphel as a part of the group 
won second prize for the best 
pitch-an app to help adolescents 
and youth on mental health and 
related issues. Today, the group 
is working in earnest to make it 
a reality and Zangphel is leading 
the app programming.

The story of Zangphel highlights 
that children, adolescents and 
young people all have different 
aptitudes and interests other 
than ‘academics’ which does not 
mean, the end of everything for 
these children and young people 
and write them off if they do not 
perform well academically.  If 
various choices, opportunities 
and platforms are created, one 
of the buttons will click to ignite 
their interest and passion so that 
they can surpass in it and maybe 
make a living out of it. 

Today, we know a handful 
of youths who are making a 
livelihood out of their hobby and 
passion. There must be many out 
there who can be in a similar 

league like Chencho Gyelsthen, 
Pinda Panda and others. They 
need not get employed outside 
Bhutan as long as they can be 
independent and not be a burden 
on the state.

In addition to making available 
platforms and choices, it is also 
critical to instill values of tha-
damsti-ley-jumdrey so that they 
become good human beings and 
loyal citizens. Volunteering is one 
example.

Zangphel’s experience is also a 
stark reminder to our children 
and young people that they 
should not give up if they cannot 
excel in academics. They should 
explore within themselves to 
identify their interest and pursue 
it-seek help, if necessary to chase 
their dreams.

Zangphel is a shining example 
of having found his passion, 
his worth and the value of 
volunteering at the youth centers. 
He was lucky to have found his 
passion in programming through 
the youth center and the program. 
His volunteering services and 
willingness to help without asking 
for anything in return made his 
path easier. 
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HRH Gyalsey Annual Mathematics Award

The Ministry of Education 
in collaboration with the 
Druk Gyalpo Institute 

launched the HRH Gyalsey 
Annual Mathematics Award on 
November 1 coinciding with the 
14th Coronation Anniversary of 
His Majesty The Druk Gyalpo. 

The Award was established 
to highlight the importance 
of Mathematics and enhance 
and nurture students’ inherent 
abilities in Mathematics. In a 
rapidly changing world, STEM 
has become a part of our everyday 
language and life. Learning 
Mathematics is not just about 
understanding the abstract 
science of numbers, quantity 
and space but through them 
developing thinking skills such 
as logical, critical, creative and 
spatial. These skills are crucial 
for students to thrive in a world 
that is getting complex both 
conceptually and technologically. 

The award was open to students 
at two levels: Middle Secondary 
School (classes 9 & 10 students) 
and Higher Secondary School 
(classes 11 & 12 students). 
The winners were determined 
through an online Mathematics 
test held on November 1. 

The test was designed to examine 
students’ ability to demonstrate 
general mathematical skills such 
as logical, critical, creative and 
spatial thinking with a focus on 
number sense and the ability to 
carry out inductive and deductive 
reasoning. In the preliminary 

round, all interested students in 
Middle and Higher Secondary 
Schools in Bhutan participated 
in a selection process designed 
by the teachers in their respective 
schools between October 8-12. 
Through the process, a maximum 
of 15 students each in Middle 
Secondary and Higher Secondary 
levels were selected to participate 
at the national level test. 

The national level test for both 
Middle and Higher Secondary 
Schools were conducted online 
using Google forms and the 
analysis of the results were done 
through a self-grading process on 
Google forms. The duration of the 
test was one hour. The merit list 
was drawn based on the marks 
obtained in the test. In case of a 
tie, the students will be given a set 
of tie-break questions until the 
winner is decided. 

Prakash Sundas, class XII student 
of Sarpang Higher Secondary 
School won the title for the 
National Mathematics Champion 
of the HRH Gyalsey Annual 
Mathematics Award 2022 at the 
Higher Secondary School level. 

Vedanth Bhandari, studying 
in class X at Loselling Middle 
Secondary School, Thimphu 
became the National Mathematics 
Champion of the HRH Gyalsey 
Annual Mathematics Award 2022 
in the Middle Secondary School 
category.

Both winners received a merit 
certificate and a cash prize of 

Nu.150,000. The runners-up were 
awarded a merit certificate and 
a cash prize of Nu.100,000. The 
second runners-up were awarded 
a merit certificate and a cash prize 
of Nu.75,000.

Vedanth Bhandari

Prakash Sundas
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CALL ON
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The new Ambassador of India 
to Bhutan, His Excellency                    
Mr. Sudhakar Dalela called on 

the Hon’ble Sherig Lyonpo, Jai Bir Rai 
on September 2.

Welcoming His Excellency, Lyonpo 
shared that the Government of 
India (GoI) has been the significant 
development partner for Bhutan in 
strengthening the Education Sector. 
Their Excellencies discussed the 
ongoing GoI supported programmes 
such as school infrastructure 
development, professional development 
of teachers, undergraduate scholarship 
programmes and the Education 
Flagship Program.  

The meeting further discussed the 
ongoing reform in education, STEM 
education, ICT in education and future 
support and collaboration. The GoI 
assistance to Bhutan began with the 
first five year plan in 1961.

On September 14, His 
Excellency Mr. Adam 
Wojciech Burakowski, the 

Ambassador of Poland to Bhutan called 
on the Hon’ble Sherig Lyonpo. The 
meeting discussed the possible areas 
of educational cooperation including 
exchange programs in academics, 
research and development among 
others. 

Such high-level visits will continue 
to play a key role in enhancing the 
partnership and collaboration with 
universities and renowned educational 
institutes.

As a part of his visit from September 
12-15, His Excellency inaugurated 
the Honorary Consulate Office of 
Poland in Thimphu on September 13. 
Bhutan and Poland established formal 
diplomatic relations on 29 November 
2012.
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Ms. Carie Morrison, the 
new Country Director 
and Representative 

of the World Food Programme 
(WFP) to Bhutan called on the 
Hon’ble Sherig Lyonpo, Jai Bai Rai 
on September 16. 

WFP has played a key role in 
strengthening food systems and 
nutrition security in the country 
including at schools. 

Today, with WFP generous 
support, 100,000 students are 
provided nutritious meals 
under the Ministry’s National 
School Feeding and Nutrition 
Programme. 

His Excellency, Mr. Lee 
Jang-keun, Ambassador 
of the Republic of Korea 

to Bhutan based in Dhaka, 
Bangladesh called on the Hon’ble 
Sherig Lyonpo, Jai Bir Rai on 
October 7. 

Their Excellencies discussed ways 
to further strengthen the cordial 
ties between Korea and Bhutan 
through educational exchange 
programs among others. 

Following the meeting, they visited 
an innovative ICT-integrated pilot 
lab classroom at Dechenchholing 
Higher Secondary School that was 
launched in August with financial 
assistance from the Republic of 
Korea. 

Bhutan and the Republic of Korea 
established formal diplomatic 
relations on 24 September 1987.
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As a part of promoting 
Inclusive Education, a new 
graduation programme, 

Bachelor of Sports and Health 
Sciences has been introduced at 
Royal Thimphu College.

The programme that started in 
August 2022 has 28 students. 
Among them are the two national 
paralympic athletes, Chimi Dema 
and Sapuna Subba who have 
represented the country in many 
international paralympic games. 
The College and the Bhutan 
Olympic Committee offered them 
a full scholarship to pursue their 
graduation. 

Twenty-nine years old Chimi 
from Mongar is the first 
Bhutanese female Paralympian 
to compete in the paralympic 

games. She started her journey as 
a shot-put athlete at the Bhutan 
Paralympic Committee in 2018. 
To date, she has competed in 
various international paralympic 
games including the Tokyo 2020 
Paralympic Games. Currently, she 
is a part-time gym assistant on 
campus who also helps students 
using the gym facilities. 

Sapuna is a para-badminton 
athlete who made history by 
winning two bronze medals in 
badminton at the Asian Youth 
Para Games 2021 held in Bahrain. 
Today, along with studying, she 
manages her morning badminton 
practice session. 

Both the national stars are 
looking forward to joining the 
Bhutan Paralympic Committee 

after their graduation so that they 
are able to continue advocacy and 
inspire people with disabilities in 
achieving their dreams. 

The new programme is a four-
year course with a specialization 
in sports, the first ever in the 
country. It not only aims for 
improving the health and physical 
wellbeing of the learners but also 
aspires to enhance the role that 
sports can play in boosting social 
cohesion, educational value and 
economic opportunities. 

Inclusive and Special Education 
is a priority programme for 
the Ministry  to ensure that 
all children have equal access 
to education and livelihood 
opportunities for a better future.

Bachelor of Sports and Health Sciences 
introduced to promote Inclusive Education 
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Ngawang Pelden Jamtsho 
from Motithang Higher 
Secondary School in 

Thimphu bagged the 2022 Golden 
Youth Award (GYA) while Sangay 
Yeshi from Gongzim Ugyen Dorji 
Central School in Haa wins the 
2021 GYA title. 

The winners received the 
prestigious scholarships to pursue 
higher studies abroad. 

A total of 40 students from 
2021 and 2022 cohorts from 
20 Dzongkhags competed for 
the GYA title which was held 
from August 21-23 in Thimphu. 
The Vice President of Youth 
Development Fund, Her Royal 
Highness Ashi Chimi Yangzom 
Wangchuck graced the closing 
ceremony of the GYA camp. 

The award was initiated in 2005 
to commemorate the 50th Birth 
Anniversary of His Majesty the 
4th Druk Gyalpo Jigme Singye 
Wangchuck, the founder of the 
Bhutan Youth Development 
Fund. It is aimed to motivate 
and reward outstanding 
youth portraying excellence 
in academics, sports, cultural 
activities, leadership, social 
contributions and exceptional 
talents. The first award camp was 
organized in 2008. 

To learn more about 
the GYA, please visit                                                                                
https://gyabhutanyouth.org

Winners for 14th and 15th                                     
Golden Youth Award
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Winners for 14th and 15th                                     
Golden Youth Award
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Thirty support staff from 
the Ministry availed a skill 
development program on 

tailoring and baking as a part of 
learning new livelihood skills for 
better opportunities.  

Of the total, 20 staff attended a 
two-month-long tailoring course 
while ten of them attended a 
baking course for two weeks at 
the community learning centres 
in Ziloen Namgayling Primary 
School and Rinchen Kuenphen 
Primary School respectively.

According to Tshering Yangzom, 
the tailoring instructor, the basic 
course will help participants 
to learn right from using the 
foot paddle, balancing and 
measurement to sew purse, 
kuthang and various types of 

Skill development program 
for support staff

clothes including wonju, tego and 
kira. A trained resource person, 
Kesang Tshomo trained the baking 
participants to bake varieties of 
bread, cookies and cake including 
the healthy carrot cake.

The initiative with minimal 
expenses was launched on 
September 12 by the Officiating 
Secretary, Karma Galay in line 
with the Royal Command of 
His Majesty granted to the 
agencies to explore suitable 
income-generating sources for 
their employees which can be 
resourceful in the future.

Expressing the gratitude for 
the opportunity, most of the 
participants expressed their 
excitement to be part of the new 
learning journey and make the 

best use of it. The training will 
enable them to become more 
resilient and adaptable to 21st 
century challenges by ensuring 
a culture of lifelong learning 
experience.

A total of 48 support staff had 
shown their keen interest in the 
skilling program. 

The Ministry will organise such 
training for the rest of the support 
staff after the feasibility study, 
possibly on driving and furniture 
making.

The program was implemented 
by the Ministry’s Department of 
Adult and Higher Education and 
Human Resource Division with 
support from Thimphu Thromde. 
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Dean and Curriculum                 
Specialist retires

The Ministry recognized six 
government scholarship 
graduate students for 

winning gold medals for academic 
excellence from their respective 
universities.  

They received Tashi Khadhar 
from the Minister in appreciation 
of their achievements on October 
11.

A twenty-five-year-old Tshetrim 
Yangdan from Mongar graduated 
with a Bachelor of Arts in 
Economics from the University 
of EL Paso in the US. She was 
awarded gold medal for her 
academic excellence with GPA 
3.95. She is currently working 

as Assistant Finance Officer at 
Chukha Hydropower Plant. 
Likewise, Chimi Wangmo and 
Tshering Dema also won the gold 
medals for academic excellence. 
Both of them graduated in 
Medical Lab Technology and 
Medical Imaging Technology 
respectively from KS Hegde 
Medical Academy in Karnataka, 
India.

Jamyang Choden a student from 
Swami Vivekanand Subharti 
University in India completed her 
bachelor’s degree in Naturopathy 
and Yogi Science. She currently 
runs the Ziba Wellness and Yoga 
Studio at Gelephu. Dechen Lhamo 
Gyeltshen from Samtse graduated 

from the University of Reading in 
the UK with a Bachelor of Science 
in Meteorology and Climate 
studies. She was awarded the 
top student in the cohort for her 
academic achievement. 

The list also includes Kelzang 
Jigme who graduated from the 
University of El Paso, the USA 
with a Bachelor’s in Mathematics. 
He was awarded the gold medal 
for academic excellence. 

The Ministry holds felicitation 
programmes every year to 
recognize and appreciate 
scholarship students who win 
gold medals in their universities.

Ministry recognizes six government 
scholarship students for winning 

gold medals
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The Ministry acknowledged 
Mr. Wangpo Tenzin for 
his 36 years of dedicated 

service to the Tsa-Wa-Sum as he 
retired on December 8.

He joined the Education Fraternity 
as a teacher on 7 July 1986 and 
progressed his career in education 
serving in the capacity of science 
teacher, School Headmaster, High 
School Principal, Curriculum 
Officer, Curriculum Specialist and 
retires as a Dean and Curriculum 
Specialist from the Department 
of Curriculum and Professional 
Development under the Ministry.

He is known for his sound 
knowledge in science education, 
environmental  education, primary 
education, school curriculum and 
assessment practices and teacher 
development. 

He has been a pioneer driving force 
taking lead in school curriculum 
review, development of education 
in emergency curriculum and 
in the transformation of school 
curriculum from knowledge-
based to competency-based. 

Besides, he initiated a number of 
other educational programmes 
towards the enrichment of 
students' wholistic development.

Dean and Curriculum                 
Specialist retires
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The Ministry organized the 
championship jointly with Bhutan 
Chess Federation and UNICEF 
Bhutan to promote youth health 
and wellbeing through sports. 

Records shows that playing 
chess contributes significantly 
to enhancing creativity, critical 
thinking, problem-solving skills 
and overall intelligence in children. 

Meanwhile, chess is expected 
to be an integral part of youth 
engagement program at the youth 
centers and YFISCs. 

Lhundrup Minjur Dorji, a 
Class VIII student of Dr. 
Tobgyel School representing 

Thimphu Youth Friendly 
Integrated Service Center (YFISC) 
won the first National Youth 
Chess Championship 2022 held 
at Le Meridien in Thimphu on 
September 9. He lifted the trophy 
after winning all five rounds of 
games. 

Kinzang Norbu from Bajo Youth 
Centre and Sonam Choden 
from Phuentsholing YFISC 
bagged second and third place 
respectively. A total of 26 youths 

including 13 boys and 13 girls who 
were the winners of the regional 
chess championships that was held 
in August competed for the title. 
Among them was a 10-year-old, 
Sidanth Bhandari from Changjiji 
Youth Centre, the youngest player 
who was able to win three games at 
the event. 

According to Ugyen Wangchuk, the 
General Secretary of Bhutan Chess 
Federation, “The winners will get 
the opportunity to compete with 
renowned international masters, 
grandmasters and candidate 
masters.”

Winners for National                                                        
Youth Chess Championship 2022
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The Youth Center Division 
of the Department of Youth 
and Sports in collaboration 

with the Royal Society for Senior 
Citizens launched the partnership 
between youth and senior citizens 
on August 12. The main objective 
of the partnership was to foster 
sustained interactions between 
senior citizens and young people 
so that they could learn from each 
other and work together towards 
creating a better society for all. 

Bhutan is a traditional society where 
the older and younger generations 
grow up together as families, 
sharing values and learning from 
each other. However, with rapid 
socio-economic development 
and urbanization, this traditional 
bond is fast breaking down and 
these two generations are getting 
disconnected from each other. This 

partnership was aimed at reviving 
such connection and bridging the 
gaps so that the they could come 
together and see each other as a 
key resource for their personal as 
well as professional growth. 

As part of the launch, a panel 
discussion on the theme 
‘Intergenerational Solidarity: 
Creating a society for all ages’ 
was also held with two youth 
and two senior citizens as panel 
members. The panel discussion 
focused on how to bridge the gaps 
between the older and younger 
generations and how these two 
generations could work together 
to create a better society. In 
addition, the youth members from 
Young Bhutan Network and other 
youth volunteers staged cultural 
performances and a thematic 
drama for general entertainment. 

The launch was attended by the 
Director General of Department 
of Youth and Sports, members 
from the Royal Society for Senior 
Citizens, officials from relevant 
agencies and young people from 
various youth-led groups. 

The Youth Center Division and the 
Royal Society for Senior Citizens 
shall work out strategies to take 
this initiative further. 

The young people and senior 
citizens shall meet frequently to 
interact and exchange knowledge, 
skills and experiences from one 
another.

Partnership               
between youth                 

and senior citizens



32

The Sherig
A publication of the Ministry of Education and Skills Development

BRIEF NEWS



33

21st Newsletter Issue: July-December 2022

The Hon’ble Sherig Lyonpo graced 
the closing ceremony of the 52nd 

batch of Accelerated De-suung 
Training held at the Royal Bhutan Police 
Training Institute, Jigmeling in Sarpang, 
one of the training centres.

Two hundred trainees including those 
currently unemployed with minimum 
education qualification of Class X (passed) 
and those who work in the tourism sector 
as guides, hotel staff and bus drivers 
attended it. A three-week long training 
was held from August 23 till September 12. 

The 52nd batch trained a total of 1309 
Desuups including 650 male and 659 
female through five training centres at 
Tencholing, Tendruk, Tashichholing, 
Pelrithang and Jigmeling. 

Today, the country has a total of 32,679 
Desuups comprising 19,835 male and 
12,844 female.

52nd batch of Accelerated De-suung Training

The Chief of the School Planning and 
Coordination Division (SPCD), Kinley 
Gyeltshen has been appointed as the 

new Chief Executive Officer of the Financial 
Institutions Training Institute (FITI). He joined 
the office on September 22. 

The Ministry would like to offer our heartfelt 
congratulations and best wishes on his new 
appointment.

Chief SPCD appointed as FITI CEO
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The Ministry organized a ceremony 
on October 7 to mark the rolling out 
of the first phase of organizational 

restructuring in the Ministry. 

The event was graced by the Hon’ble Lyonpo, 
Dasho Pem Chewang, the Secretary of 
the National Land Commission and the 
Offtg. Secretary along with Heads of the 
Departments and Divisions. 

For details, please see Notification on 
Ministry’s organizational restructuring at 
https://www.facebook.com/SherigBhutan/
posts/468516365314748

First phase of organizational 
restructuring rolls out

Chimi Wangmo, a scholarship 
graduate in B. Sc. Medical Lab 
Technology from KS Hedge 

Medical Academy in Karnataka, India 
is one of the toppers in the Bhutan Civil 
Service Examination (BCSE) 2022. She 
bagged the second position in the Technical 
Category by scoring 79.44%.

We would like to offer our heartiest 
congratulations and best wishes for her 
well-deserved success.

We would also like to offer our 
congratulations to all the BCSE 2022 
toppers.

Scholarship Graduate 
excel in BCSE 2022
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A new academic building 
and the Community 
Learning Centre were 

inaugurated at Gasa Primary 
School on August 27. Both 
facilities were inaugurated by the 
Hon’ble Lyonpo, Jai Bir Rai. 

The new building has a principal 
office, staff room, ICT room and 
other classrooms. Constructed 
with funds from RGOB, it was 
completed in 2021, a year after the 
work started. 

The school has 120 students 
administered by a principal along 

with 10 teachers and six supporting 
staff. With the Community 
Learning Centre in place, the non-
formal education learners will get 
trained on basic tailoring, literacy 
and other life skills. 

The centre was funded by Korean 
National Commission for UNESCO 
under the Bridge Bhutan Project 
2022.

Gasa Primary School established 
in 1961 was the first school in Gasa 
Dzongkhag. It was started in March 
1961 with about 50 students and 
the first Principal, P.K Ball from 

Kalimpong and three teachers. The 
school started offering education 
to the children through one main 
academic block building and a few 
temporary sheds for teachers and 
cooks to reside. 

The inauguration was also 
attended by Lam Neten of Gasa 
Rabdhey, the Hon'ble Member 
of Parliament (Khatoed-Laya), 
Interim Dzongdag and other 
relevant heads along with local 
leaders, people of Khatoed gewog 
and the teachers and students of 
Gasa Primary School.

New academic building and 
Community Learning Centre for 

Gasa Primary School 
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The students from class 
V and VI (One student 
from either of the classes) 

participated in the National 
CodeMonkey Competition 2022 
for primary level (Category I) 
which was held on December 15 
for 2 hours focusing on Coding 
Adventure. 

Kelden Sangay Choden, a class 
VI student from Kabesa Middle 
Secondary School in Punakha 
topped the competition. A class 
VI students from Tashidingkha 
Primary School in Trongsa stood 
second while Zdrimet Kuenga, a 
class VI student from Rinchengang 
Primary School in Wangdue 
bagged the third place.  

CodeMonkey, an online game-
based learning environment to 
enhance coding skills in the 21st 

century was granted as Royal Soelra 
from the 2021 academic session. 
The Royal Soelra underlines 
the paramount importance of 
preparedness for ICT and Coding 
skills in the 21st century and 
beyond. 

The students in classes PP to 
VIII are using CodeMonkey to 
complete exciting challenges and 
create games in the CodeMonkey 
platform. Through such challenges 
and games, students are able to 
think creatively and solve problems 
besides getting introduced to the 
basics of computer programming 

National CodeMonkey 
Competition 2022

languages such as CoffeeScript and 
Python.

To motivate students into coding 
and determine the understanding 
level of coding concepts learned 
through various CodeMonkey 
courses, a national-level coding 
competition that is based on 
the CodeMonkey course will 
be organised in two categories. 
Category I is for the primary level 
while category II is for the Lower 
Secondary level. 

The category II competition for the 
students of class VII and VIII will 
be held in February 2023 for 3 hours 
focusing on Game development in 
CodeMonkey Platform. 
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In line with the mandate of the 
Ministry to empower youths 
by equipping them with 21st 

century transferable skills, the 
Youth Center Division of the 
Department of Youth and Sports 
in collaboration with iBEST 
INSTITUTE in Thimphu initiated 
a 14-week training on multimedia 
skills for 25 school drop-out 
youths.

The training was designed to 
provide youths with digital 
skills such as cinematography, 
story-telling, script-writing, 
2D animation, visual editing, 
photography and videography. 
Besides, the training package 
includes an entrepreneurship 
component so that the participants 
can learn how to take up a business 
if they wish to.

The sessions covered both 
theoretical and practical/
experiential learning that will 
help the participants develop 
the required knowledge and 
skills upon the completion of the 
training. Since multimedia and 

Multimedia training for school drop-out youths
digital skills are found to have a 
very high demand particularly in 
the modern digital market today, it 
is hoped that providing youths with 
such skills would help them find 
employment or start businesses 
easily.

Although the center provides 
similar training programs to 
school drop-out youths at regular 
intervals, this was the first-ever 
structured course rolled out 
through a private training institute. 
The division hopes that upon the 
completion of the training, at least 
some of the trainees would be 
able to get employment with the 
knowledge and skills they have 
acquired.

The training was launched on 
December 5 by Rinzin Wangmo, 
the Department’s Offtg. Director 
General, officials from the center 
and the technical team from iBEST 
INSTITUTE.

The training project was supported 
by UNICEF and the sessions was 
held from Monday-Saturday.  



39

21st Newsletter Issue: July-December 2022

To fulfill the noble wishes 
of His Majesty the Druk 
Gyalpo and recognize the 

utmost dedication and loyalty of 
civil servants and their outstanding 
contribution to the Tsa-Wa-Sum, 
the Annual Royal Civil Service 
Award 2022 for the Ministry was 
held on December 7. 

The award ceremony was graced 
by the Acting Secretary, Tshewang 
Chophel Dorji.

There was a total of 28 medal 
recipients including 1 Lifetime 
Service Award recipient, 4 Gold 
Medal recipients for 30 years of 
service, 9 Silver Medal recipients 
for 20 years of service and 14 
Bronze Medal recipients for 10 
years of service. 

The Ministry would like to 
congratulate and convey our 
heartfelt wishes to all the award 
recipients for their commitment, 
hard work and dedication to the 
Tsa-Wa-Sum.

Civil  Ser vice Award 2022
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Workshop on                                     
Youth Volunteerism                     

and Civic Engagement
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A total of 35 youth volunteers 
from 13 youth-led groups 
attended a workshop on 

Youth Volunteerism and Civic 
Engagement in Thimphu on 
December 5 coinciding with 
International Volunteers Day.

The workshop was aimed to bring 
together different youth-led groups 
to discuss emerging social issues in 
Bhutan and how youth volunteers 
can play a role in addressing 
them as agents of change. Using 
the Problem Tree Analysis Tool, 
they were taught how to identify 
emerging issues in the community 
and develop a plan of action to 
help solve those problems. With 
such skills, the youth volunteers 
would be able to contribute more 
to their communities. They also 
had a brainstorming session on 
challenges faced by volunteers in 
Bhutan and how volunteerism can 
be promoted among young people.

A session on the Volunteers 
Management Information System 

(VMIS) was also held to orient the 
youth volunteers on the use of the 
system. Facilitated by officials from 
Bhutan Youth Development Fund, 
participants were taken through 
different features of the system and 
how they could use it to record 
their achievements. The VMIS 
has been developed to document 
volunteering activities and 
generate real-time data on youth 
volunteers in Bhutan. They were 
shown how they could register in 
the system and keep a record of 
their volunteering activities.

Since volunteering involves team 
coordination and collaboration, 
a team-building session was also 
held to provide the participants 
with basic knowledge and skills 
on working together as a team 
within the group as well as with 
other groups. Facilitated by senior 
Y-PEER members, the session 
was delivered through interactive 
activities and discussions. They 
were introduced to various team-
building activities and exercises 

that can be used for fostering 
teamwork and collaboration 
among the group members.

The youths shared their 
achievements, experiences and 
challenges in the afternoon 
through a gallery walk. Each group 
presented what they have done and 
what they have achieved over the 
years through their volunteering 
work.

Following the workshop, some 
fun activities were organized 
to celebrate the sacrifices and 
achievements of youth volunteers 
in Bhutan. Further, the cultural and 
literary activities were organized to 
give young people the opportunity 
to showcase their talents and have 
fun with their peers.

The workshop was organized by 
the Youth Center Division of the 
Department of Youth and Sports 
(DYS) with fund support from 
UNICEF Bhutan. The DYS officials 
attended the closing event.
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The Ministry makes every 
effort to nurture and 
empower youths with 

required skills and values. Efforts 
are being made to strengthen 
the quality of education through 
various approaches. Sexuality 
education has been a part of the 
education system since 1999 with 
Comprehensive School Health 
Programme. In the colleges, some 
of the topics like reproductive 
health were covered in physical 
education classes. In 2008, the Life 
Skill Education was introduced 
by the Ministry to build positive 
behaviours for both teachers and 
students and enable them to deal 
with challenges of everyday living 
including reproductive health and 
rights.

Despite all the efforts from various 
stakeholders and the Ministry in 
particular, youths experiencing 
unwanted pregnancy, drug abuse, 
depression, sexual harassment and 
exploitation are seen on the rise. 

An effective implementation of 
comprehensive sexuality education 
(CSE) is therefore necessary for the 
children to cope with emerging 
challenges. The concept of CSE was 
introduced from the beginning of 
2015 to address issues of adolescent 
pregnancy, substance abuse, 
incidences of non-communicable 
diseases, sexual harassment and 
other emerging threats in holistic 
approach. The implementation 
and delivery of CSE concepts 
was however, not uniform. 
Some schools took initiatives to 
strengthen CSE further while some 
schools had difficult time adjusting 
regular teaching periods while 
others treated the CSE subjects as 
secondary subjects and did not 
emphasis. 

From 2018, the need to implement 
CSE in both formal and informal 
modes was felt by the education 
fraternity and the integration of 
CSE concepts in formal curriculum 
began to enhance children’s 

competencies to deal with social 
and emotional issues arising from 
sexuality in the society by covering 
all CSE aspects through integration 
in the formal curriculum. 

The integration of CSE concepts 
in the formal curriculum 
has been completed in 2022. 
The sensitization on the CSE 
integration is expected to start by 
the beginning of 2023.

The eight key concepts 
including Relationship, Values, 
Rights, Culture and Sexuality, 
Understanding Gender, Violence 
and Staying Safe, Skills for Health 
and Wellbeing, the Human Body 
and Development, Sexuality 
and Sexuality Behaviour, and 
Sexual and Reproductive Health 
were identified. They are further 
described into more topics, 
each with key ideas, knowledge, 
attitudinal, skill-based learning 
objectives.

The journey of Comprehensive 
Sexuality Education in Schools
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The comprehensive sexuality 
education is promoted through 
two prongs:

1. Curriculum based CSE (Formal)

The responsibilities to deliver the 
integrated CSE from the formal 
curriculum lie in the educators 
and even the parents. Since the 
concepts have been embedded 
in the formal curriculum in the 
various subjects from PP-XII, 
it is expected to implement as 
intended because CSE is an age 
appropriate, culturally relevant 
and gender focused curriculum-
based approach of teaching about 
sexuality. 

2. Programme based CSE            
(Non-formal)

The programme based CSE is to 
supplement the implementation 
of CSE through initiation of 
various CSE programmes. At the 
national level, the nodal agency, 
School Health and Nutrition 
Division  (SHND) in collaboration 
with other stakeholders like 
DCPD, YCD, SEN, RENEW and 

other NGOs play crucial roles in 
pushing our effort forward. As 
part of the ongoing effort, different 
stakeholders met several times to 
streamline the implementation of 
CSE in the schools. The National 
Strategic Framework has been 
successfully developed in 2021 
with support from UNFPA to 
guide the effective implementation 
of CSE at national, Dzongkhag and 
school levels. 

Three schools from central Bhutan 
have been thoroughly sensitized 

about CSE with support from 
UNFPA and the plan to strengthen 
the CSE through programme based 
in other schools is in pipeline. 
SHND have also carried out focused 
group discussion in 12 schools 
across the country in 2022 to see 
the status of CSE implementation 
which will guide in formulating 
the strong CSE implementation 
policies. The teaching materials 
like video development on CSE has 
been completed for broadcasting 
in the BBS television.
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Five countries including 
Bhutan, South Korea, France, 
Indonesia and Kyrgyzstan 

participated in Global Youth 
Forum 2022 held on November 
13 on the theme ‘Global Leaders 
and their Future.’  Lhuentse Higher 
Secondary School (HSS) and 
Dechentsemo Central School, 
Punakha participated from 
Bhutan.

In a session I, Korean students 
presented on “AI and Big data”; 
“Is recycling in our community 
working well?”; “Education 
equality. From Me to Us”; “With 
covid, racism getting worse” and 
“The refugee quota system.”

For session II, the international 
students presented on “Depression 
and anxiety”; “Quality Education”; 
“Gender equality is a root of 
social problems”; “Disability and 
inequality” and “How environment 
conservation is Bhutan's priority.”

Deepa Powdel of class X from 
Dechentsemo Central School 
presented on “How Environment 
Conservation is Bhutan’s Priority.” 
Lhaki Dema of XII Science, Tenzin 
Choegyal and Rinchen Dolkar 
of class X from Lhuentse HSS 
presented on “Depression and 
Anxiety.”

The forum was hosted by the Global 
Citizenship Education Department, 
Chungbuk International Education 
Institute (CBIEI), Republic of 
Korea. It helped students to discover 
the world and think about what an 
individual can do to make a better 
society.

Global Youth Forum 2022
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Bhutan NatCom office would 
like to thank Korean National 
Commission for UNESCO                     
for inviting ASPnet schools 
from Bhutan to participate. The 
office would also like to thank 
the principals and ASPnet Focal 
Point of the two schools for 
their kind support in facilitating 
students’ participation.
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The Games and Sports 
Division in collaboration 
with the Bhutan Football 

Federation (BFF) initiated the 
Bhutan Higher Secondary School 
Football Championship Program 
(BHSSFCP) to promote youth 
football in the country and improve 
youth football, provide meaningful 
engagement and prepare for the 
proposed South Asia High School 
Football Championship. 

In preparation to the championship, 
the coordinators workshop was 
conducted at Punakha for the 
Focal School Sports Instructors 
from 24 Dzongkhags/Thromdes. 
They were informed on the rules, 
regulations and modalities of the 
tournament by the division and the 
BFF officials. The Guidelines for 

Bhutan 
Higher Secondary School  

 Football Championship 

the BHSSFCP was also reviewed 
and finalized. As specified in the 
guidelines, the BHSSFCP shall be 
held in three stages including at 
Dzongkhag, regional and national 
levels.  

The Dzongkhag level championship 
was coordinated by the focal 
instructors at their respective 
Dzongkhag/Thromde from July 
to September 2022. A total of 76 
Higher Secondary Schools (HSS) 
with approximately 1368 students 
took part in the competitions in 
which the school teams competed 
in the home and away matches 
format within their clusters. 

The regional level championship 
was conducted jointly by the BFF 
and the division from August-

November 2022 at four regions 
in the centralized venues. A total 
of 16 HSS and central schools 
with approximately 288 students 
qualified and participated in the 
game. 

The division coordinated the 
logistics and the approvals while 
the BFF provided the fund, 
equipment and technical support 
for both games. 

From the regional level 
competition, a total of 8 teams 
including 2 teams from each region 
have qualified for the National 
level BHSSFCP which is scheduled 
to be held at Phuentsholing from 
9-20 January 2023. 

Region 1 winner Region 2  winner
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Bhutan 
Higher Secondary School  

 Football Championship 

Regions Dzongkhag School Venue and Date Winners and          
Runners-up

1 Thimphu Thromde, Thimphu       
Dzongkhag, Paro, Haa, Punakha 
and Gasa

Ugyen Academy
Yangchenphug HSS
Shaba HSS

Punakha

11-13 November 
2022

Ugyen Academy

Yangchenphug HSS

2 Wangdue, Trongsa, Zhemgang, 
Bumthang and Mongar

Gaselo HSS
Tsangkha CS
Buli CS
Jakar HSS
Gyelposhing HSS

Bumthang

18-23 August 2022

Jakar HSS

Gyelposhing HSS

3 Dagana, Samtse, Chukha/
Phuentsholing Thromde and 
Sarpang/Gelephu Thromde

Geserling HSS
Chukha CS
Tendruk HSS
Gelephu HSS

Gelephu

25-28 September 
2022

Chukha CS

Geserling HSS

4 Trashigang, Trashiyangtse, 
Pemagatshel and Samdrup Jongkhar 
Dzongkhag/Thromde

Jigme Sherubling CS
Baylling CS
Nangkor CS
Minjeywoong CS

Samdrup Jongkhar 
Thromde

15-18 October 2022

Baylling CS

Nangkor CS

Details of the regional level BHSSFCP

Region 3  winner Region 4  winner
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Realizing the role of teachers 
in actualising the intents of 
the curriculum and train 

them in the competency-based 
curriculum, the second phase of 
the National School Curriculum 
Orientation programme was 
carried out in September-
November 2022 for the teachers 
of eight Dzongkhags and two 
Thromdes. 

The Department of Curriculum 
and Professional Development 
facilitated the programme with 
logistics and administrative 
support from Dzongkhag/
Thromde education sector. A total 
budget of 9.5 M was allocated from 
the PforR project, World Bank for 
the programme. 

The National School Curriculum 
focuses on teaching students “why 
and how” rather than “what” 
of learning which is aimed at 
competency development. It is 
expected to enable our teachers 
to provide learning experiences 
that will augment the growth 
of competencies of intellectual, 
performance and behavioural 

National School Curriculum 
Orientation Programme

dispositions in our children.
The orientation programme was 
designed to start with thought-
provoking and hands-on 
engagements through which the 
participants grasp the concepts, 
principles and practical ideologies 
of competency-based curriculum 
vis-à-vis the conventional 
curriculum. 

The two day sessions covered 
the topics related to competency 
Based Education and National 
School Curriculum, framing 
competencies, role of technology 
in education, learning and teaching 
approaches and teacher’s and 
student’s role among others.  

All the teachers and principals from 
Trashigang, Mongar, Lhuentse, 
Trashiyangtse, Zhemgang, Sarpang, 
Samtse, Samdrup Jongkhar and 
Samdrup Jongkhar and Gelephu 
Thromdes attended the orientation. 

The orientation was also provided 
to around 369 M. Ed and PGDE 
graduating teachers of Samtse 
and Paro Colleges of Education. 
In total, the programme trained 

around 5,200 teachers.

Following the orientation, the 
teachers are expected to: 

1. Comprehend and analyse 
competency-based curriculum, 
learning experience and 
assessment.

2. Translate competency-
based curriculum into learning 
experiences.

3. Use different teaching learning 
materials and tools to design 
competency-based lessons and 
learning experiences.

4. Use authentic and alternative 
assessment to assess students’ 
competencies.

5. Actualise the renewed roles 
of teachers and learners in the 
competency-based education. 

Till date, a total of 10,200 teachers 
have received training on the 
implementation of competency-
based curriculum. 
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The top five posters, poems 
and short stories from 
Youth Literary and Art 

Competition were slected as 
winners on a theme ‘Roar for 
Tigers.’ The arts and stories received 
through the competition expressed 
the message of hope and supports 
among the young population and 
paved the way forward for the 
future of the tigers. Four entries 
from Sonamthang Central School, 

two entries from Peljorling Higher 
Secondary School, and one each 
from Samtse Higher Secondary 
School, Ugyen Academy, Lobesa 
Lower Secondary School, and 
Tendruk Central School made it to 
the top five in poetry competition.

Three entries from Sonamthang 
Central School, and one each 
entry from Taktse Central School, 
Samtse College of Education, 

Peljorling Higher Secondary 
School, Samtse Lower Secondary 
School and Monfront Higher 
Matric Secondary School 
made it to the top five in poster 
competition.Two entries from 
Sonamthang Central School, one 
each from Royal Thimphu College, 
College of Science and Technology 
and Peljorling Higher Secondary 
School made it to the top five in 
short story writing competition.

ROAR FOR TIGERS WI� ING WORKS
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Recruitment and training of                            
School Sports Instructors
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The School Sports Program 
was instituted in the year 
2000. The sports programs 

in the schools were coordinated by 
the Games and Sports In-charge 
who were selected from the pool 
of teachers/staff. 

However, from 2007, the School 
Sports Instructors (SSI) were 
recruited, trained and placed in 
schools to coordinate the games 
and sports activities. 

The placement of SSIs in the 
schools relieved the teachers/staff 
from the extra workload. 

The Games and Sports Division 
accorded the RCSC approval to 
place one SSI in every school for 
coordinating the sports programs. 

Currently, there are 278 SSIs 
including 190 male and 88 female 

placed at various schools across the 
country. 

This year, a total of 64 SSIs has 
been selected and 67 SSIs (64+3 
standbys) attended the pre-service 
training from 29 November 2022 
to 7 January 2023. 

The selected candidates were 
trained in basic coaching for 
athletics, football, volleyball, 
basketball, badminton, chess and 
table tennis. 

Other relevant sessions include the 
administrative matters, policy and 
programs, planning and reporting, 
roles and responsibilities of SSIs, 
code of conduct, anti-doping, 
counseling, life skills, National 
Strategic Framework for School 
Sports and Physical Activity, 
Standards and Guidelines for 
School Sports Programs, first aid, 

principles of youth sports, sports 
values and ethics, indigenous 
games and sports, team building 
events, Bhutanese etiquette, 
aerobics and teaching games for 
understanding model.

The officials from the Games and 
Sports Division, Bhutan Olympic 
Committee, National Sports 
Federations and other relevant 
agencies facilitated the training. 

The candidates were provided with 
sports attires and equipment and 
stipend for the training period.

Upon the completion of the 6 
weeks training, the SSIs were sent 
to their place of posting from 
1 January 2023 for a contract 
period of 2 years. The contract 
can be extended based on the 
performance of the SSIs.
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A total of 110 youth from 
14 Y-PEER Networks 
attended the 7th National 

Y-PEER Meet at the College of 
Science and Technology organized 
by Youth Center Division, 
Department of Youth and Sports. 

The three-day meet from December 
23-25 was an annual event 
organized since 2016 to facilitate 
the exchange of knowledge, ideas, 
skills and experiences among 
Y-PEER members from various 
networks. Based on the theme, 

‘Solidarity through Volunteering’, 
this year’s meet was designed to 
provide a platform for the Y-PEER 
members to come together, share 
good practices and learn from each 
other’s experiences.

Y-PEER is a network of youth 
peer educators specialized in the 
promotion of Sexual Reproductive 
Health and Rights (SRHR) among 
young people through peer-to-
peer approach. Currently, there are 
19 networks based in various RUB 
colleges and technical training 

7th National Y-PEER Meet

institutes. On the first day, the 
youth participants shared their 
achievements and experiences 
through video presentations, 
discussed emerging issues related 
to SRHR in the society such as 
unintended pregnancies, drug 
and alcohol abuse, cyber-bullying, 
sexual harassment, gender-
based violence etc. and explored 
strategies to address them in their 
own ways as peer educators of 
SRHR. 

They took part in interactive 
activities that were organized to 
foster bonding and team work 
among the members of different 
networks. The participants also 
deliberated on youth issues in 
Bhutan and how they can play 
their roles as agents of change in 
the society. 

They further participate in various 
competitions like quiz on SRHR, 
debate on social issues, thematic 
drama and cultural contests that 
were organized as a part of the 
meet. 

On the final day, the networks 
developed their new action plans 
for 2023. The meet was supported 
by UNFPA.
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Bhutan Accreditation 
Council (BAC) accredited 
Norbuling Rigter College 

in Paro and re-accredited Arura 
Academy of Health Sciences in 
Phuentsholing on December 19. 

As a professional proof of quality of 
the Higher Education Institutions 
(HEIs), the accreditation exercise 
is the main mechanism to ensure 
the quality of HEIs in the country. 
Both the HEIs were awarded grade 
B (Good) and the accreditation 
certificate will hold the validity for 
three years. 

Based on the process outlined in 
the Institutional Accreditation 
Manual (IAM) 2020, both the 
HEIs submitted Institutional Self-
Assessment Report (ISAR) to 
the Secretariat’s Office, Quality 

BAC accredits two private colleges
Assurance and Accreditation 
Division under the Department 
of Adult and Higher Education. 
The team of selected assessors 
were trained on the assessment 
principles and accreditation 
procedures from November 14-18 
at Paro. 

During the training, assessors went 
through the ISAR submitted by 
HEIs, awarded individual grading, 
recorded list of evidence to be 
prepared by HEI and prepared a 
preliminary assessors’ report. 

To validate the evidence, the teams 
made the site visit to HEIs from 
November 21-25 and finalized the 
grade and assessors’ report. The 
sources of data collection during 
the site visit were meeting with 
management, faculty, support 

staff and students, classroom 
observations, informal discussions, 
field visit and documents 
verification. 

As outlined in the IAM, the 
accreditation exercise was carried 
out based on a set of eight 
standards: 

1. Governance, Leadership, and 
Management 2. Curriculum 
Design and Review 3. Teaching, 
Learning and Assessment 4. 
Human Resources and Services 
5. Research, Publications and 
Linkages 6. Infrastructure and 
Learning Resources 7. Student 
Services 8. Internal Quality 
Assurance and Enhancement 
System. 

The eight standards are futher 
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supported with 37 key aspects, 
134 indicators and 166 questions. 
To ensure objectivity of the 
assessmment, the assesors were 
guided by the Rubrics for Standards 
of Istitutional Accreditaion. 

The HEIs expressed their 
gratitude to the BAC for carrying 
out this important exercise and 
the secretariat for successfully 
facilitating the accreditation. They 
mentioned that the experiences 
gained from the accreditation will 
help the HEI to further enhance 
their quality by working on the 
recommendations provided 
against each standard. 
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I Support My Friends is a 
resource kit to facilitate training 
for the peer helpers (children 

and adolescents) in how to support 
friends in distress, building on the 
principles of psychological first aid 
(PFA). 

Through this training, the peer 
helpers develop the skills to 
support their friends and ensure 
that they can do so safely with close 
supervision by the school guidance 
counsellors.

The school guidance counsellors 

Peer Helpers Training on                                                                                          
‘I Support My Friends’

were trained online for a day and 
the same was rolled out to the peer 
helpers of respective schools. 

One hundred and twenty-eight 
School Guidance Counsellors 
were trained and subsequently the 
program was rolled out to 4042 
students comprising 2262 girls and 
1780 boys.

The program was conducted in 
128 secondary schools in October-
November 2022 with fund support 
from UNICEF.
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The Career Education and Counselling Division supported 166 secondary school to conduct the School 
Based Parenting Education Awareness (SPEA). Spearheaded by the school counsellors, the schools developed 
plans as per the needs of the respective schools and imparted the parenting skills to parents. With the aim to 
develop effective parenting skills, the parents were trained on different topics such as positive parenting styles, 
awareness on suicide prevention, bullying, mental health, substance use prevention and child protection.   

The SPEA was conducted in 166 secondary schools in November-December 2022 with fund support from 
UNICEF.

School Based Parenting Education 
Awareness Program
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IMPORTANT LINKS

1. Dzongkha Braille Primer

The Dzongkha Braille Primer available in the list of textbooks and manual online at https://bit.ly/braille_dzongkha

2. Book list for Academic Year 2023

List of textbooks, supplementary readers, references and other resources for every class online at                                                                         
https://rec.gov.bt/book-lists-for-2023

3. National Scholl Curriculum Orientation Series

Part I online at https://youtu.be/NaWLIv5aqNI

Part II online at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TA4nCtY647A

Part III online at https://youtu.be/Vk0SIHJ90rk

Part IV online at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e00PY4hnT44

For more videos, please visit https://www.youtube.com/@dcpd985

4. 30 free Edtech Tools

The tools which promise to increase student engagement, foster active learning and reduce cognitive load online at 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VrQXOglmUds

5. Content Repository

A repository of online resources and technology tools to support curricula implementation and student learning 
for easy use online at https://repository.rec.gov.bt. Teachers, students and parents are encouraged to make optimum 
use of the repository. 

6. ASE infographics

The infographics on Adolescents Skills and Employability (ASE) Bhutan project launched on 20 May 2022 is online 
at https://www.facebook.com/SherigBhutan/posts/434946855338366

7. Animation videos

ECCD and SEN videos online at                                                                                                                                                          
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ayxErqlnJnQ&list=PL8WWToQ5KvkeLhLyX7zIuovNP-91LC5lb

For more videos, please subscribe the Ministry's YouTube channel, "Sherig Bhutan":

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCmlHB807dyVtiyoI_3InLow



Published by: 

Policy and Planning Division
Ministry of Education and Skills Development

Thimphu: BHUTAN

Tel. No. +975-2-333969

www.education.gov.bt

https://www.instagram.com/sherig.bhutan https://www.youtube.com/c/EducationBhutan9900

https://www.facebook.com/SherigBhutan

Please submit your report or write-up for 'THE SHERIG' at media@moe.gov.bt 

Do follow us at: 

https://twitter.com/SherigBhutan


